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FORGET-ME-KNOT DAY — ADULT SURVIVORS OF CHILD ABUSE 

Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.52 pm]: Friday, 12 November is Forget-me-knot Day, a national day of 
support for the more than two million Australian adult survivors of child abuse. We must never forget that child 
abuse profoundly impacts the physical and emotional wellbeing of a child. Sadly, for many who grow to 
adulthood it is not simply a matter of forgetting and moving on with life. People who were abused or neglected 
as children will need our support and understanding for the rest of their lives. Forget-me-knot Day is run by 
Adult Survivors of Child Abuse, a national organisation that is working to help adult survivors of child abuse to 
make sure that they can gain access to the services and supports that they need. ASCA’s vision is a world 
without child abuse, and its mission is to advocate for the wellbeing of people and communities affected by child 
abuse. It educates and trains health professionals, advocates on behalf of survivors and works with counsellors 
and therapists to address the needs of adult survivors. I wish to recognise the excellent work of the Western 
Australian convener of ASCA, Esther Ryan, who I understand is about to leave WA and hand the role over to 
Lyn Chennell. My notes contain a quote from a survivor —  

Thank you for the work that ASCA is doing to raise awareness of the lasting impact of violence towards 
children and the fact that it remains hidden deep below the surface of many adults. I am beginning to 
experience the optimism that comes from acknowledging the extent of the damage done to me and 
being more open about my struggle to untie its knot.  

I encourage members to wear the blue knot in support of adult survivors of child abuse on Friday, 12 November, 
Forget-me-knot Day. 
 


